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Sears, “Black-White Conflict”

Vocabulary:
1. Watts Riot
2. Proposition 13 (“California tax revolt”)

3. Rumford Fair Housing Act 

4. Proposition 14 (1964)

5. Tom Bradley

6. Ethnic balkanization

7. Sam Yorty

8. Brown v. Board of Education
9. Bustop

10. Proposition 209 (1996)

Questions:

11. What was the trigger event for the Watts Riot?

12. Does racial polarization seem to have been greater in New York City or Los Angeles?
13. According to Sears, why didn’t African-Americans riot after electoral losses (e.g. when Proposition 14 passed or when Yorty beat Bradley in 1969)?

14. What is “black exceptionalism”?
15. Why does Sears support the “black exceptionalism” argument rather than the “four-way ethnic balkanization” argument?

